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H amoxddvyn was — apxaias mrodys
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Amonyg the historical and archaeological gems on Andros the site of Zag-
ora is one of the most important. The site, which 1s situated atop a high
headland on the west coast of the 1sland, can be reached by an approx-
imately 30-minute walk along a monopati from Stavropeda (Route no.
7) which takes you past impressive traditional Andrian architecture and
spectacular landscape.

‘Eva ané ta onpavukérepa 1otopikd kai apxatoloyikd diapdvua s Av-

6pou, eival n Zayopc’l. Bpioketai otnv kopugn tou anékpnpvou akpmn-
piou otnv dutikn akt tou vnotov. Oa grdoete ne(onmopdvas o povordu
7, mou ouvouddlel v eVUIImoiakn mapadooiaki avopiakn apXITteKTOVIKN

e o Oeapatké tomio.
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Zagora's importance extends far beyond
Andros as it is an extensive and singularly
wellpreserved setflement dating back to the
ninth and eighth centuries BC. No other
comparable setlement of this period is known
elsewhere in the Greek world, so Zagora
offers unique insights into how people of this
period organized their houses, protected
their community, worshipped, and lived their
daily lives. But what is it that makes these
centuries so interesting® The answer lies in the
fact that it was during this period that ancient
oral tales crystallized into the Homeric epics,
the lliad and the Odyssey; that the Greek
alphabet developed; and that the first steps
which led to the Greek polis were taken. It
was also in these centuries that the Greeks of
the postBronze Age period inferacted ever
more infensively with other Mediterranean
peoples, especially those of the Near East.
And, of course, the eighth century saw the
establishment of the first Greek “colonies”
overseas which were to dot the coast of the
Mediterranean. The roofs of so much of what
the modern world has inherited from Antiquity
can be traced back to the period during
which Zagora flourished.

THE SETTLEMENT OF ZAGORA

IS SO WELL PRESERVED

because about 700 BC its inhabitants moved
elsewhere (possibly Palaiopolis, or even
further afield beyond Andros), and the site
was never re-inhabited, though people did
visit its sanctuary and continued worshipping
there into the fifth century BC. Given that
the sefflement was abandoned before texts

O oikiopds s Zayopds eival Baupdoia dia-
pnpévos and tov Qo -8o n.X aidva. Eivar o
povadikds olkiopds oe GAN TNV EMNVIKA ni-
kpdreia, nou Sivel 160 oAokAnpwpévn eikdva
ToU TPAMOU MOU oI KATOIKOI AUTAS s NEPIGOOU
opydvwvav onitia Tous, NpocTéreuav Tnv
koIvoTNTA Tous, npooelxoviav kail {oloav v
kaBnpepivotnTa Tous. Zinv Sidpkeia autdv
Twv aidvey anokpuotaMdBnkav ta Ounpikd
énn, yewnBnke 10 EMnvikd AApdBnro, pni-
kav 1a Bepéhia yia mv Snpioupyia tns noNis
kai dpxioe n aMnienibpaon Tou EMnvikol
nohimopoU, pe dMous MeooyeiakoUs Aaous,

The Australian team is excited Dy the
prospect of returning to Zagora in 2024

in order to continue its research.

eibiké pe exeivous s Eyyls Avarohas. O
8os aidvas, 1éAos, onpddeye TV akh Tns
Meooyeiou, apou 1é1e BAénoupe Tis npdres
eMnvikés unepndvries «anoikies». Or piles
auTAs s HeyGANs KANPovopids Ixvnhatolvial
omnv nepiodo avBions, s Zayopds.

O oikiopds s Zayopds eivar 160 kahodiamn-
pnpévos Si161 yupw ota 700 n.X. o kéroikol
perakiviBnkav oe GMo pépos [mbavév omv
Malaidnoin), kai o oikiopds Sev enavakaror
khBnke noté. AeSopévou o1 o 1éNOs eykara-
AelpBnke npiv v avakdAuyn s ypagpns 1o

focusing on historical matters were written, its
name was forgotten and the name by which
we know the site today was not that used by
its inhabitants.

In 1960 the then Ephor of Antiquities of the
Cyclades, Nikolaos Zapheiropoulos, conduct-
ed a twoweek excavation at the site, but the
fieldwork conducted by Alexander Cambito-
glou (University of Sydney) under the aegis of
the Athens Archaeological Society between
1967 and 1974 revealed Zagora for what
it truly is. The Australian team excavated a
good number of the well-built houses, the
open-air sanctuary (along with the tfemple built
within it in the sixth century), and parts of the
setlement’s fortification wall. The excavations
brought to light a wealth of material regard-
ing how the inhabitants lived their lives, how
they used the sea lanes to communicate with
other communities, and the environment in
which they lived. Many of the finds are very
effectively displayed at the Archaeological
Museum at Chora.

THE BEGINNING

AND THE COME BACK

In 2012 a team from the University of Sydney
and the Australion Archaeological Insfitute at
Athens returned to Zagora with a new field
research programme focusing on questions
of social and economic organization, craft
and “industrial” production processes,environ-
mental issues including the question of how
the ancient Zagoreans secured their water
supply, and why they abandoned their homes
ca 700 BC2? sin this endeavour we arefortu-
nate fo be equipped with a suite of scientific
techniques, unavailable in the past,that we
can apply to answering these questions.
And as our own climate changes, it is all the
more important for us to understand how our
predecessors managed their environments
and adopted to change. Our work at Zagora
is making real contributions fo these issues,
so providing insights that can be utilized to
confront the challenges we face today.

The Australian team is excited by the prospect
of returning to Zagora in 2024 in order fo
continue ifs research, and we are grateful to
the Greek Ministry of Culture, especially our
colleagues in the Archaeological Ephorate
of the Cyclades, for facilitating our ongoing
work, and to our Andrian friends and support-
ers for all their help. ®

Svopd s Eexdotnke kal 1o dvopa Zayopd
efval «kaivolpyio».

H APXH KAI H EMIZXTPO®H

To 1960 éyive n npd avackagn, and Tov
AréEavpo Kapnitoyhou tou Maveniompiou
Tou Zibvel, und mv Ayiba s apxaioloyikas
kolvotntas otnv ABhva. Metald tou 1967-
68 anokahipOnke 10 npayuankd nEdowno
s Zayopds. H avaockapn €pepe o10 Pws
MAoUoIO UNIKS OXETIKA HE Tov Tpdno (whs Twv
katoikwv: nws xpnoiponoioloav Tous Sial-
Aous vaucInAoias yia va EMKOIVGVACOWY pE
AMes kovomntes kabds kai 1o nepiBéMov nou
(otoav. MoMd and 1a euphuara exriBevia
oto Apxaiohoyikd Mouceio omv Xdpa.

To 2012, pia opdba and 1o naveniomuio
Tou Zibvel kal 1o Apxaiohoyikd Ivotimolito
s Auctpahias oty ABAva enéotpeyav omv
Zayopd pe éva véo npdypappa, yia enimonia
€peuva, nou EenikevipwvdTiav oe EPWTAPATA
OXETIKA HE TNV KOIVWVIKA KAl OIKOVOUIKA
opydvwon s (whs Tous, TIS TEXVES Kal TV
«Biopnxavikh» Siadikacia napaywyns, B¢
pata nepiBadMovios kar perali autdv nws
o1 Zayopaior eacpdhilav néoipo vepd Ka
yiati eykaréheipav Sia navids 1a onitia Tous
10 700 n.X. X aum v npoondéBeia eixape
NV T0XN Va éXOUNE ENICTNHOVIKES TEXVIKES NOU
Sev unhpxav oto napeNddv kal pnopolv va
anavinoowv o autd 1a epwrpara. Aedopé-
vns Tns KAIHaTIkhs aAhayhs, yiveral akdpa nio
onpavtiké va karahdBoupe nws Siaxeipiloviav
TIs aMayés kal nws npocappdloviav oe autés
nou kai epeis avriperwniloupe onhpepa.

H Auotpahiavih opdda eival evBouoiaopévnpe
NV NPOONTIKA TNS €NIOTEOPNS TNs oty Zayo-
pd 10 2024 yia va cuvexiocel Tis épeuves.
Eipaote euyvdpoves oto EMnvikd Ynoupyeio
MoAimopoU kal kupiws otous cuvadEApous
pas s Egopias Apxaiotitwy Kukhdbwv yia
v SieukdAuvon Twv epyacidy Kal oTous
avpidres pihous kal UNOOTNEIKIES yIa TNV
BonBeid Tous. m
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